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We claim: 

JS? A communications system for communicating between an information provider and a 
user, comprising: 

(A) a client computer system, wherein sai& client computer system is a digital 
computer; 

(B) a local area network connected to skid client computer system; 

(C) a server computer connected to said local area network to provide a means of 
communicating between said local area network and one or more external 
communication channels; 

(D) a satellite communication channel connected to said server computer by a radio 
frequency link; and 

(E) an information proyjde^co'nnected to one or more external communication 
channels for the purpose Jpr\providing information to one or more said client 
computer systems. 

2. A communication system for complicating bepvetfnan information provider and a user 
as recited in claim 1/whereirt said client computer system is a personal computer. 

3. A communication system for communicating between an information provider and a user 
as recited in claim 1; ( wherein said client computer system is a Macintosh computer. 

4. A communication systenyfor communicating between an information provider and a user 

/ I 

as recited in claim 1, whferein said client computer system is a computer workstation. 

5. A communication system for communicating between an information provider and a user 
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as recited in claim 1/wherein said client computer /system is a mini computer. 



A communication system for communicating beween an information provider and a user 
as recited in claim lfwherein said client compiler system is a mainframe computer. 
A communication system for communicating /between an information provider and a user 
as recited in claim 1; 'wherein said client computer system is a special purpose digital 
computer. 

A communication system for communicatjfng between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim 1 ^herein said client ^omputer system has a Windows operating 
system. 

A communication system for communicating between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim 1, 'wherein said client computer system has a Windows 95 operating 
system. 



A communication systemf for comnj|ln^cating between an information provider and a user, 
wei 



i^c 

^erein said Client computer system ha^a Windows NT operating 



as recited in claim l/w 
system. 

A communication systeh^^fope^bi^unicating between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim \, wherein s^d client computer system has a Macintosh operating 
system. 

A communication system for communicating between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim 1, wherein /said client computer system has a Unix operating system. 
A communication system.forjcommunicating between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim 1, whereiri said client computer system has a Linux operating system. 



161 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

" 8 

fee s 

*SS3' 

4° 

HI 

Q2 

9 4 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 



14. 



15. 



16. 



17. 



18. 



19. 




21. 



A communication system for communicating between an information provider and a user, 
as recited in claim lfwherein said client computer system has an OS/2 operating system. 
A communications system for communicating between an information provider and a 
user, as recited in claim 1 ^wherein said local area network is a IPX network. 
A communications system for communicating between an information provider and a 
user, as recited in claim if wherein said local area network is a IP network. 
A communications system for communicating between an information provider and a 
user, as recited in claim lfwherein jfaid information provider is an internet service 
provider. 

A communications system for co/nmunicating between an information provider and a 
user, as recited in claim If wherein said information provider is a software distributor. 
A communications sy^tanToryfcommunicating between an information provider and a 
user, as recited in c/aim l^fitfther comprising: a modem electrically connected to said 
server computer t6 transmit/data electronicalj/to a telephone land line. 
A process for asyrt^etrWaflly communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, comprising: 

(A) receiving data fr6m said information service provider by a satellite 
communications channel; and 

(B) conveying said received data across a local area network to one or more digital 
computer systems. 

A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recitid in claim 20, further comprising: 
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(C) generating a request from said one or more digital computer systems to said 
information service provider. / 

A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited in claim 20 Jfurthe/comprising: 

(D) conveying said generated request to said information service provide by a land 
line communication channel.] 

A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited in claim ZO^rther comprising: 

(D) conveying said generated^request to said information service provide by a satellite 

communication channel.! 
A process for asymmetrical^ (pmmunicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited/in claimfl&offurther comprising: 

(D) conveying said gener^ed request to said information service provide by a wireless 
communication cha 

A process for asymmetrip&ly communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited in claim 20, further comprising: 

(D) conveying said generated request to said information service provide by a routed 
communication channel. 

A process for asymmepically communicating between an information service provider an 

/ 

a user, as recited in claim 20, further comprising: receiving data from said satellite 
communications channel into computer hardware memory. 

A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider an 
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a user, as recited in claim 20, further comprisij/g: checking to determine if said received 
data has an IP format. 
A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited in claim 20ffurtherikomprising: checking to determine if said 
received data has a packetized format. 
A process for asymmetrically communicating between an information service provider 
and a user, as recited in claim 20/wherein said one or more digital computer systems are 
connected electrically by a local area network. 

A method for controlling the transfer of information between an information service 
provider and a user, comprisir 

(A) receiving data from said information service, wherein said received data has a 
protocol identifier; j 

(B) determining thj protocol of said received data; and 

(C) delivenhg said tika according to s^d protocol of said received data to a client 
compu :er. If 

A method for cWroying the transfer of information between an information service 
provider and a userias recited in claim 30ffurther comprising: 

(D) receiving ^return packet of data from said client computer. 
A method for controlling the transfer of information between an information service 
provider and a ufeer, as recited in claim 3lffurther comprising: 

(E) delivering said returned packet of data from said client computer to said 
information service provider. 
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1 jf£ A computer program to manage communications between an information service 

2 provider and a user, comprising: 

3 (A) a routine for receiving information irom said information service; 

4 (B) a routine for testing said received/information to determine the source of said 

5 information; 

6 (C) a routine for delivering said received information to a digital computer system. 

7 34. A computer program to manage communications between an information service 

F=\ I 

yQ 8 provider and a user, as recited in claim 33, further comprising: a routine for determining 

y= 9 an age value for said received infomiation. 

'-■■10 35. A computer program to manage communications between an information service 

CC1 1 provider and a user, assented irJ claim 33ffurther comprising: a routine for replacing old 

H2 received informatioii with neWr received information. 

j4 3 )ty A system for managing the ^Y^unications bet\yden an information service provider and 

yJ4 a user, comprising 

15 (A) a digital computer system connected to a local area network; 

16 (B) a first interface device for communicating between said local area network and a 

17 satellite communication channel; 

18 (C) a first connecticjh between said satellite communication channel and a source of 

19 information; 

20 (D) a second connection between said land line communication channel and a source 

21 of information; and 

22 (E) a means fo^f controlling the flow of information between said digital computer 
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37. 



38. 



system and said source of information. 
A system for managing the communications between an information service provider and 
a user, as recited in claim 36 further (Comprising a second interface device for 
communicating between said localArea network and a land line. 

A system for managing the communications between an information service provider and 
a user, as recited in claim 36 further comprising a second interface device for 
communicating betweeiy^aia^pcal area network and a wireless channel. 

39. A system for managing the cdmmunications betweer^atflnformation service provider and 
a user, as recited in cl|um 3$ fbfth^rcoiiimising a second interface device for 
communicating with saHFlkcal area network to a satellite. 

40. A system for managing the communications between an information service provider and 
a user, as recited in claiiA 36^urther comprising a second interface device for 
communicating with said local area network to a routed channel. 
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